John Barsby New Zealand Essay Competition Past Winners

2023 Competition

Winner: Georgia Adcock Bramley, University of Canterbury, ‘The Representation of Monarchs in the Hellenistic Period’ 

Runner Up: Antonio Sidonio, University of Canterbury, ‘How Tacitus presents Germanicus and why; Accurate or Literary?’
2022 Competition

Winner: Friederike Voit (2nd (University of Auckland): ‘Lenitas Caesaris: Understanding Caesar’s Mercy on His Own Terms’

Runner-up: Barnaby Elder (VUW): ‘A built Garden and a Forum that Grew: spaces for otium and negotium’
Co-ordinator: Dr Babette Puetz (Victoria University of Wellington)
2021 Competition

Winner: Elena Louverdis (VUW): Remembering the Past: Rhetoric of the Past and Historical Allusions in On the Crown

Runner-up: Catie Norman (VUW): Resurrecting the Other: Carthaginian Identity in the Aeneid 

Co-ordinator: Dr Babette Puetz (VUW)

Judges: 1st round: Dr Dougal Blyth (Auckland) and 2nd round: Dr Anastasia Bakogianni (Massey) and Assoc. Prof. Pat Wheatley (Otago)
2020 Competition

Winner: Veronica Pot (VUW): Zenobia in Victorian Art  

Runner-up (shared):

Erin Little (VUW): A Man’s World: Depictions of Powerful Women in Ancient Literature

Catherine Norman (VUW): Repairing the oikos: burial rites in Aeschylus’ Choephori and Sophocles’ Electra 

Co-ordinator: Babette Puetz (VUW)

Judges: 1st round: Pat Wheatley (Otago) and 2nd round: Anastasia Bakogianni (Massey) and Dougal Blyth (Auckland) 

2019 Competition

Winner: Anuja Mitra (Auckland): ‘To Emulate and to Avoid: Leadership Lessons in Book One of Livy’s Ab Urbe Condita’

Runner-up: Ana Gaskill (Wellington): ‘Gaster in the Odyssey’

Judges: 1st reader: Mark Masterson (Wellington) and 2nd reader: Gary Morrison (Canterbury)

Co-ordinator: Patrick O’Sullivan (Canterbury)

2019 Competition

Winner: Anuja Mitra (Auckland): ‘To Emulate and to Avoid: Leadership Lessons in Book One of Livy’s Ab Urbe Condita’

Runner-up: Ana Gaskill (Wellington): ‘Gaster in the Odyssey’

Judges: 1st reader: Mark Masterson (Wellington) and 2nd reader: Gary Morrison (Canterbury)

Co-ordinator: Patrick O’Sullivan (Canterbury)

2018

Winner: Nicholas Ringwood (Auckland): ‘Sex and Gender in Greco-Roman Literature: A Study of Sophocles’ Antigone and Catullus’ Poem 63’

Runner-up: Ryan Brown-Haysom (Auckland): ‘Should the Nisus and Euryalus episode (Aeneid IX) be read as a tale of the triumph of love, or as a tale of the failure to perform a duty to the community?’

Co-ordinator: Patrick O’Sullivan (Canterbury)

Judges: 1st reader: Enrica Sciarrino (Canterbury) and 2nd reader: Arlene Allan (Otago)

2017

1.
Kiri Lenagh-Glue (Otago): “How did the Constitutio Antoniniana and Caracalla’s military policy affect the Roman Empire?” 

2.
Nicholas Ringwood (Auckland): “Herakles’ bow and the evocation of Pity in Sophocles’ Philoctetes” 

Coordinator:  Patrick O’Sullivan (Canterbury)

Judges: Arlene Allan (Otago) and Mark Masterson (VUW)

2016

First place:
Roswyn Wiltshire (Canterbury) ‘The Value of Ancient Literary Sources for Understanding Greek Art.’

Second place:
Lilly MacDonnell (Auckland) ‘The Function of Aphrodite in the Iliad.’
Coordinator: Arlene Allan (Otago)

Judges: Enrica Sciarrino (Canterbury), Jonathan Tracy (Massey) and Mark Masterson (VUW)
2015

First place:
Callum Aldiss (Victoria): ‘Religious Observance: Bees, Roman Virtues and Virgil's Fourth Georgics’

Second Place:
J. Joseph Boucher (Otago): ‘Money Grown on Trees: Charting Change in the Agrarian Economy through Oleiculture in the Later Roman Empire’
2014

First place:
Katie Logan (Auckland)

Second place:
Rose Crozier (Auckland)

2013

First place:
Anrinya (Anya) Banerjee (Auckland)

Second place: Merryn Chynoweth (Otago)

2012

First place:
Finn Schofeld (Auckland)

Second place: Thomas Davies (Otago)
2011

First place:
Alex Wilson (Victoria)

Second place:
Christopher Hayward (Auckland)

2010

First place:
Alexandra Blair (Canterbury)

Second place:
Hanna Mason (Victoria) and Alice Templeton (Otago) equal

2009

First place:
Dennis deVisser (Auckand)

Second place:
Jane Hollebon (Otago)

2008

First place:
Richard Carpenter (Auckland)

Second place:
Dean Alexander (Otago)
